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test has been an annual event, except during
the World War. Most English boat races
are on the Thames, which has always been the
favorite resort of amateur oarsmen. The
most important English regatta is held an-
nually at Henley, on the Thames. In the
United States the most important regattas are
at Poughkeepsie, on the Hudson River.
Harvard, Yale, Cornell, and California
universities have led in regattas in the United
States, and the annual boat races between
the crews of these universities are followed
with great interest throughout the country.
The first American races took place in 1843
and 1844, and ten years later the first amateur
boat club was organized. The National As-
sociation of Amateur Oarsmen was formed
in 1873. Occasional international regattas
have been held between English and Amer-
ican oarsmen.
Boats used in racing are long, narrow and
light. Their walls are so thin that the boats
are called shells. They are built for one,
two, four, six or eight men. The best shells
have movable seats.
ROWLAND, ro'land, henry augustus
(1848-1901), a distinguished scientist, born
at Honesdale, Pa.; and educated at Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y. He
was elected professor of physics in Johns
Hopkins University in 1876 and held the
position until his death. During his travels
in Europe he studied the methods of instruc-
tion in different educational institutions and
carried on extensive scientific research. To
Professor Rowland is due, in great measure,
the world-wide reputation of Johns Hopkins
University as a great scientific school. Row-
land became widely known through his in-
ventions and discoveries in science. He was
the originator of the multiple telegraph in-
strument and also succeeded in making the
most perfect photographs of the solar spec-
trum, that have been secured.
ROYAL GORGE, gorj, a famous canyon
through which the Arkansas River flows, in
Fremont County, Central Colorado. It is
eight miles long, and is one of the most
picturesque gorges in America. The walls,
which rise to a height of about 3,000 feet,
are gorgeously colored. See engineering.
ROYAL INSTITUTION OF GREAT
BRITAIN, an organization founded in Lon-
don by Count Rumford in 1799 "for the pro-
motion, diffusion and extension of science
and useful knowledge/7 Its original pur-
 pose was to give the laboring classes informa-
tion in physics and mechanics, by means of
lectures. However, lecturers of such note
were engaged that all classes of students were
attracted to them. The members are elected
by ballot and pay an admission fee and an
annual subscription.
The buildings include a library, a labora-
tory and a museum. In the laboratories some
of the most valuable discoveries in chemis-
try and physics have been made. On the list
of lecturers are the names of Huxley, Tyn-
dall and Gladstone.
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED
POLICE, the police force of the Canadian
Northwest, known throughout Canada as the
"mounties." The force was organized in the
autumn of 1873, by an act of Parliament, for
the purpose of assisting in governing the
vast unsettled territory which had been ceded
by the Hudson's Bay Company to the Domin-
ion of Canada. The act which established the
force provided that all the police were to be
mounted and efficiently equipped, but with-
out any finery. "As little gold lace and fuss
and feathers as possible'7 was the motto of
Sir John Maedonald. No person was to be
appointed to the force "unless he be of sound
constitution, able to- ride, active and able-
bodied, of good character, and between the
ages of eighteen and forty years; nor unless
he be able to read and write the English or
French language." The Canadian Mounted
Police was to be a civil force, though drilled
in military organization.
From the very beginning it attracted high
grade men. University graduates and noble-
men have served in the ranks with the hum-
blest. Another important characteristic of the
men of the force is that they think for them-
selves. In the course of a patrol a sergeant
may find himself called on to act in almost
any capacity. He must be a man capable of
meeting emergencies as they arise. Conse-
quently the Canadian Mounted Police has al-
ways been a self-reliant, yet well-disciplined,
body of men.
Duties. There is hardly a department of
Canadian government that is not assisted by
these hardy troopers. They act as customs
officials along the border. They carry the
mails to distant mining camps, they report
on the roads, bridges, crops and weather, An'd
they take the census. They help travelers,*
and they are frequently called on to care £oir
the sick.	-	,..,..,

